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An Order of Worship for the Evening 

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words. 
  
Officiant  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

A Short Lesson of Scripture appropriate to the occasion or to the season, may then 
be read. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. John 1:1-5 

The Officiant then says the Prayer for Light,  first saying 

Let us pray. 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord; and in your get mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Naming our Intentions - People and Places  

+ Naming the fifty who died in Orlando; and  

+Remembering San Bernardino; Mother Emmanuel Church; the Navy 

Yard, Washington, D.C.; Sandy Hook Elementary School; the Sikh 
Temple in Wisconsin; Aurora, Colorado; Fort Hood; Virginia Tech; 

Columbine; … ad naseum. 



Song: The Lord is my light  (Taizé) 

 The Lord is my light, my light and salvation: in God I trust, 
   in God I trust.   
        The Lord is my light, my light and salvation: in God I trust, 
   in God I trust. 

O Gracious Light    Phos hilaron (prayed in unison) 

O gracious light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,  
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 23 (spoken in unison) 

1   The LORD is my shepherd; * 
        I shall not be in want. 
2   He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
        and leads me beside still waters. 
3   He revives my soul * 
        and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
4   Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
     I shall fear no evil; * 
        for you are with me; 
        your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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5   You spread a table before me in the presence of those 
     who trouble me; * 
         you have anointed my head with oil, 
         and my cup is running over. 
6   Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
     of my life, * 
         and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah (31:15-17) 

Thus says the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 
weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted 
for her children, because they are no more. Thus says the Lord: Keep 
your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for there is a reward 
for your work, says the Lord: they shall come back from the land of the 
enemy; there is hope for your future, says the Lord: your children shall 
come back to their own country. 

After the Lesson the Reader may say 
  The Word of the Lord. 
Answer  Thanks be to God. 

Song: Surely it is God who saves me. 

Refrain: Surely it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be  
  afraid. For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,  
  and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing 
   from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say,  

!3



Give thanks to the Lord 
   and call upon his Name. 
(refrain) 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; 
   see that they remember to exalt his Name. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, 
   and this is known in all the world. 
(refrain) 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, 
   ring out your joy, 
   for the great one in the midst of you 
   is the Holy One of Israel. 
(refrain)  

A Reading from the Revelation to John (21:1-7) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell 
with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will 
be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no 
more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things 
have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, 
“See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will 
give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who 
conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be 
my children. 
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After the Lesson the Reader may say 
  The Word of the Lord. 
Answer  Thanks be to God. 

Song: Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; 
   I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, 
   I see glory on each face; 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew (5:14-16) 

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 
be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 
on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

After the Lesson the Reader may say 
  The Word of the Lord. 
Answer  Thanks be to God. 

Homily 
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The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers  

O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, 
Have mercy upon us.  

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy upon us.  

O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy upon us.  
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O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God, 
Have mercy upon us.  

Hear our prayers, O Christ, our God. 
Hear us, O Christ. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
Pray for us. 

Blessed Philip, patron of this parish,  
Pray for us. 

As your holy angels always serve and worship you in heaven, so by your 
appointment may they help and defend us here on earth. 
Hear us, good Lord.  

St. Michael, St. Gabriel, St. Raphael, St. Uriel, 
Defend and protect us. 
 
All you holy Archangels, Angels and, bodiless powers of heaven, 
Be at our side to guide and guard us on our way.  

All you holy Saints of God,  
Intercede for us. 

For all who died at the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, that they may be 
given entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of all your 
saints, 
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; let light perpetual shine upon them. 
May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, through your mercy, 
rest in peace. 

For all who were injured at the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, that they 
may be healed, and given strength and courage to meet the days ahead, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
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For all who grieve the death of family and friends; remember them in 
your mercy, nourish them with patience, comfort them with a sense of 
your goodness, lift up your countenance upon them, and give them 
peace. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit that they may be comforted, 
healed, and given courage and hope, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all who live in fear and suffer persecution, violence, or 
discrimination because of their sexual orientation, skin color, or 
religious faith and beliefs, 
Bless and keep them, O Christ. 

For persons in the LGBTQ community who live in fear and suffer 
persecution, violence, or discrimination, 
Bless and keep them, O Christ. 

For Muslims who live in fear and suffer persecution, violence, or 
discrimination, 
Bless and keep them, O Christ. 

For African Americans who live in fear and suffer persecution, violence, 
or discrimination, 
Bless and keep them, O Christ. 

For Hispanics who live in fear and suffer persecution, violence, or 
discrimination, 
Bless and keep them, O Christ. 

For parents, family members, and friends who live with fear, worry, and 
concern for the well-being and safety of their loved ones, 
Bless and keep them, O Christ. 

That we may forgive our enemies, 
Give us your grace and strengthen our will, Lord Christ. 
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That we may love our enemies, 
Give us your grace and strengthen our will, Lord Christ. 

That we may not seek revenge, 
Give us your grace and strengthen our will, Lord Christ. 

That we may not act with violence, hatred, or prejudice, 
Give us your grace and strengthen our will, Lord Christ. 

That we may not persecute,  
Give us your grace and strengthen our will, Lord Christ. 

That we may work for peace, healing, and reconciliation,  
Give us your grace and strengthen our will, Lord Christ. 

To the leaders of our country, especially the President and Congress, 
Give humility and guide them in the ways of peace and justice. 

For all who kill and injure, 
Almighty God, soften and turn their hearts. 

For all who plot terror and seek to do harm, 
Almighty God, soften and turn their hearts. 

For all who persecute and instill fear, 
Almighty God, soften and turn their hearts. 

For all who speak or act with violence, hatred, or prejudice, 
Almighty God, soften and turn their hearts. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not loved our 
enemies. 
Have mercy on us, Lord, forgive us and heal us.  

For the wrongs we have done: for our blindness to human need and 
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,  
Have mercy on us, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 
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For our false judgments, uncharitable thoughts, prejudice, and contempt 
toward those who differ from us. 
Have mercy on us, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 

For our failure to guard, preserve, and promote the sanctity and dignity 
of every human being, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 

To see that you have created all men and women in your image and 
likeness, 
Open our eyes, O Lord. 

To see that you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, 
Open our eyes, O Lord. 

To see that you have linked our lives one to another, 
Open our eyes, O Lord. 

To see ourselves in one another, 
Open our eyes, O Lord. 

To see that we if do not love each other we do not love you, 
Open our eyes, O Lord. 

For an everlasting memory of all who have been killed or injured in 
mass shootings throughout this country, that we might demonstrate our 
faith not just in thought and prayer but in words and actions,  
O God, empower us to change. 

For the political will and wisdom to end gun violence in this country, 
O God, empower us to change. 

For the courage to speak against violence, prejudice, and indifference, 
O God, empower us to change. 

For actions that promote and respect the sanctity and dignity of every 
human being, 
O God, empower us to change. 
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For justice and peace among all people,  
O God, empower us to change. 

For your will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, 
O God, empower us to change. 

For those who work for unity, peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all 
people, 
We thank you, Lord. 

For men and women who have given their strength, their wisdom, and 
their lives for this country,  
We thank you, Lord. 

For firefighters, police officers, first responders, nurses, and doctors who 
respond to acts of terrorism and gun violence, 
We thank you, Lord. 

For all who participate in interfaith dialogues, acts of reconciliation, and 
relationships of inclusivity and diversity, 
We thank you, Lord. 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the 
image of Christ, 
We thank you, Lord. 

That we are the light of the world, 
May we let our light shine before others. 

That we would not put our lamp under a bushel basket, 
May we let our light shine before others. 

That we might give light to all in the house, 
May we let our light shine before others. 

The light shines in the darkness,  
And the darkness did not overcome it. 

The light shines in the darkness,  
And the darkness did not overcome it. 
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The light shines in the darkness,  
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord. 

In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Philip, and all 
the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and all our life, to 
Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Anointing  

All are welcome and invited to be anointed.  
Please come forward and hold out both hands, palms up. 

Officiant: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, bless  
  you and keep you, heal you, and make you an instrument of  
  his peace. 
Response:  Amen.  

The following may be sung during the anointing:  

Ubi caritas (Taizé) 

Ubi caritas et amor, 
   ubi caritas Deus ibis est. 
Live in charity and steadfast love, 
   live in charity; God will dwell with you. 

Make me a channel of your peace  

Make me a channel of your peace: 
Where there is hatred, let me bring you love; 
Where there is injury, your healing pow'r, 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 

Make me a channel of your peace: 
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope; 
Where there is darkness, - only light, 
And where there's sadness, ever joy. 

O Spirit, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console, 
To be understood as to understand, 
To be loved as to love with all my soul - . 
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Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving to all that we receive, 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with you love (Hymnal #602) 

Silence 

Song: Come and fill our hearts (Taizé) 

   Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  
      You alone, O Lord are holy. 
   Come and fill our hearts with your peace,    
      alleluia! 

Officiant: Let us pray. 

People: Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where 
there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where 
there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to 
be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is 
in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life. Amen.
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 Blessing  

May God bless you with a restless discomfort about easy answers, half-
truths, and superficial relationships, so that you may seek truth boldly 
and love deeply within your heart. 

May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and 
exploitation of people, so that you may tirelessly work for justice, 
freedom, peace, and the dignity of every human being. 

May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed for those who have 
died, and with those who are grieving and sorrowing, who live in fear, 
who are marginalized and discriminated against, who are victims of 
violence and injustice, and who suffer any distress or adversity, so that, 
with compassion, you may reach out your hands to comfort them and 
transform their pain into joy. 

May God bless you with enough faith and foolishness to believe that you 
really can make a difference in this world and the life of another, so that 
you are able, with God’s grace, to do what others claim cannot be done. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon 
you this night and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Dismissal  

Officiant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  
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